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DAVID
LISNARD
MAYOR OF CANNES

PRESIDENT OF THE CANNES PAYS DE LÉRINS URBAN AREA

PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS OF FRANCE

In a world undergoing considerable upheaval, where the balance of 
power and influence seems to be shifting from one hemisphere to the 
other, Cannes maintains its leadership as a business, leisure and events 
destination, confirmed for the fourth time at the European level and the 
third time on a global scale within the World Travel Awards.

The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès has, over the decades, become a 
major tool for the collective prosperity of the Côte d'Azur - and beyond - 
through its direct, indirect and subsequent economic and social benefits.

It's a source of pride that confirms the relevance of the ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ 
strategic choices. It also demonstrates the expertise of the SEMEC teams 
and tourism professionals and retailers in terms of hosting and 
considering their customers. The ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ to /ŀƴƴŜǎέ charter 
guarantees the reliability and quality of the offer, price transparency, as 
well as the commitment to a sustainable approach by the various 
establishments including, at the forefront, the Palais itself.

Still a fishing village, Cannes today is also an international city engaged in 
the reality of its times, notably in terms of climate, with a development 
approach that respects the environment, a balance between urban and 
natural spaces, the preservation of its bay and islands and recognition of 
its efforts focused on innovation to support energy decarbonisation for a 
city where the air is cleaner so you can breathe more freely.

For ten years, Cannes has succeeded in investing massively (715 million 
euros since 2014) in its urban renovation, modernising its infrastructure, 
developing new tools and services in the public sphere, to increase the 
attractiveness and quality of life of its residents and visitors, while 
reducing debt by 76.55 million euros over the same period and managing 
its finances carefully ς even lowering taxes in 2025.  

This approach that we manage in an exacting, pragmatic manner helps 
the city maintain a sustainable, solid ambition: to encourage investors 
(1.5 billion euros invested by the private sector over the last five years in 
tourism), to strengthen its positioning with event organisers and conquer 
new markets to fuel the local economy all year round. 

Our collective approach brings together public authorities and private 
entrepreneurs, serving a city whose influence and reputation, if ƛǘΩǎ to 
last, require the involvement of everyone, respect for commitments and 
a service that meets the expectations of its residents and visitors. Durable 
by being reliable. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ the meaning behind what we do. And ǘƘŀǘΩǎ the 
future of Cannes.

EDITORIAL BY DAVID LISNARD
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After a first stage that focused on the collaborative 
definition of its purpose and related social and 
environmental objectives, the Palais des Festivals has 
devoted this past year to making its mission reality through 
concrete, measurable actions. The first major convention 
centre to have included the status of public benefit company 
in its statutes in 2022, the Palais des Festivals aims to be the 
first such centre to be able to claim to have had a positive 
impact.
 
Our purpose: άThe (He)art of sustainable hospitality.έ
Our social and environmental objectives:
ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ the ǿƻǊƭŘέΣ ά/ŀǊƛƴƎ for people and the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέΣ ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ talent to the ŦƻǊŜέ. 
Objectives which make more sense than ever at a time of 
fragmentation of the global geopolitical balance, growing 
social and environmental crises as well as a questioning of 
the meritocratic system or its overshadowing by the illusions 
of social networks.

JEAN-MICHEL
ARNAUD
PRESIDENT OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES 
CONGRÈS DE CANNES

EDITORIAL BY JEAN-MICHEL ARNAUD

ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ the ǿƻǊƭŘέ
At the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès, our commitment to 
connecting the world is made real through innovative initiatives 
that bring people into contact with each other, with 168 events in 
2025. LǘΩǎ a place of interaction for professionals and artists from 
around the world, bringing together all communities around 
centres of common interest. 

"Caring"
Adopting a humble, inclusive approach, we have taken action on 
various fronts to support well-being and solidarity, and reduce our 
carbon footprint. A commitment illustrated by concrete initiatives 
aimed at supporting childhood, education, and protecting the 
environment and marine ecosystems.

ά.ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ talent to the ŦƻǊŜέ
Since the creation of the Cannes Film Festival, the Palais has been 
the place where talents are placed in the spotlight and celebrated 
through artistic and professional events such as the Cannes Film 
Festival, NRJ Music Awards, CANNESERIES, MIPCOM, MIPIM, the 
World AI Cannes Festival and International Games Festival.

For all these achievements, nothing would have been possible 
without the collective involvement and commitment of all our 
stakeholders: our staff, our customers, the teams from the city of 
Cannes, local socio-professionals, our commercial partners and, of 
course, the members of our mission committee.
As President of the Palais des Festivals, I would like to express my 
gratitude and reassure them of my determination to further 
improve our performance on all fronts: economic, social and 
environmental.
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¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ no denying it - it has a knack for getting people talking and, above all, never fails to leave an 
impression. Well beyond the Côte d'Azur, of which ƛǘΩǎ such a strong symbol, the Palais des Festivals et des 
Congrès de Cannes shines around the world, far from all the glitz and glamour. 

A MAJOR PLAYER IN THE ECONOMY
As famous as the established or rising stars 
it welcomes thanks to an exceptional 
events programme, the site is a major 
player within the economy. It alone 
generated 49.4 million euros of turnover 
in 2024 and employs 190 people 
permanently. The Palais des Festivals is in 
fact a tremendous driver for the local and 
regional economy, supporting small 
traders, large companies as well as 
multiple subcontractors working in 
numerous trades. Its constant activity 
produces nearly 1070,9 million euros in 

economic benefits and generates, for 
example, several hundred thousand nights 
of people staying in Cannes hotels..

ά¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ-ōŜŀǊŜǊ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴƴŜǎέΣ
άǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέΣ
άǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ŎŀǊǇŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎέΧ

PRESENTATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS DE CANNES
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The key to its success? It involves, in part, organising shows for all 
audiences who can experience the different facets of art such as music, 
theatre, dance, circus, pyrotechnics and, of course, cinema... 

Make culture accessible, not just by booking headliners, but also by 
inviting the talents of tomorrow to appear on a variety of stages.

CULTURE FOR ALL!

LǘΩǎ one of the tŀƭŀƛǎΩ principles: 

PRESENTATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS DE CANNES
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A TRUE HUB FOR PROFESSIONALS

The other reason for its success is linked 
to the conferences and shows organised 
for the professional sector. They 
represent half the 168 annual events on 
site. At the Palais des Festivals et des 
Congrès in Cannes, those who drive 
numerous economic sectors meet up 
with their clients every year to do 
business and develop their network. 
Cannes is the essential meeting place 
for the music markets, advertising, real 
estate, yachting, television series, film, 
finance and even duty-free products. It 

takes all sorts to make a world. And here, 
the timing is perfect: the world, in all its 
diversity, passes through Cannes one day 
or another.   

PRESENTATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS DE CANNES
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A TRUE GLOBAL VILLAGE

ThePalaisdesFestivalset desCongrèsoccupies
anoutstandinglocation. 
Standing in the heart of the city, on the edge of 
the Mediterranean Sea, its special location 
means all delegates can get around on foot 
between the Palais and their hotel, enjoying the 
beauty of the city and its bay, along the famous 
Croisette. 
In the evening, ƛǘΩǎ a pleasure to relax, stroll 
around and enjoy dinner in a city on a human 
scale where you can combine spending time 
together and living the good life. 

The Palais offers event organisers a 
tailor-made exhibition space.

Each space can be adapted to 
requirements, thanks to the 
flexibility of the location.

INTERACTING IN SAFETY

The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès offers 
the very best security and safety conditions for 
all its guests. A very dense network of cameras, 
whose images are monitored in real time, and a 
strong presence of officials create one of the 
strengths of the systems in place.
Special efforts are also made on access controls 
so that everyone can take part in events with 
total confidence.
The Palais has been awarded the ISO 18788 
standard concerning security management 
operations. This covers the continuation and 
permanent improvement of all measures to 
guarantee a secure perimeter for all goods and 
people on the site.

The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès de 
Cannes was the first convention centre in 
France to obtain this certification, back in 2019.

PRESENTATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS DE CANNES
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THE LEADING AMBASSADOR
FOR THE DESTINATION

The Palais is also in charge of the tourist office and 
promoting the destination.

For this reason, it brings together talents and initiatives by producing, in 
partnership with the City of Cannes, its own events such as the 
International Games Festival, the International Pyrotechnic Arts Festival 
and Dance Festival.

These three events alone attract several hundred thousand visitors a year.

PRESENTATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS DE CANNES

PRESS KIT 2026



DOSSIER DE PRESSE24 |  11

SEMEC

SEMEC

(Société ŘΩ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ Mixte pour les Evénements Cannois/Mixed 
Economy Company for Cannes Events)
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SEMEC
ό{h/L;¢; 5Ω;/hbhaL9 aL·¢9 th¦w [9{ ;±;b9a9b¢{ /!bbhL{ύ 

{9a9/Ω{ aL{{Lhb{The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès is a public facility which 
belongs to the city of Cannes. SEMEC (Société ŘΩ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ Mixte 
pour les Evénements Cannois/Mixed Economy Company for 
Cannes Events) is the exclusive operator by public service 
delegation.

SEMEC was created in 1991.
LǘΩǎ the first mixed economy service company in France.
Its shareholding is 80% made up by the public sector.

DEVELOP

Manage and develop the activity of 
hosting and organising events and 
business meetings (trade fairs, 
conferences, festivals) with a strong 
international dimension

PROMOTE

Promote Cannes as a destination, and 
strengthen tourist numbers in the 
Cannes area via the Tourist Office and 
Convention Bureau

ORGANISE

Organise cultural events in line with 
the cultural policy of the City of 
Cannes

RUN

Run and maintain this public facility 
in an excellent state of repair and 
operation

SEMEC
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL 
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION
OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS 
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THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS
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AN IMMERSIVE TOUR
OF THE PALAIS DES FESTIVALS ET DES CONGRÈS

CHECK OUT THE VIDEO HERE
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